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‘Historical Sources in Bangladeshi Persian & Urdu
Literature (19th Century)’. We want to convey our
heartfelt thanks to Dr. Golam Rabbani for his relentless
efforts. We hope that this book will inspire the students
and researchers to take action, have an impact and
move forward, and eventually revitalize the knowledge
of the history of linguistics.

We sincerely hope that the passionate energy of Dr.
Umme Salma, which is reflected through her writings,
will flow towards the future generation and, in turn, will
become medium of what’s achievable.

Dr. Anis Malek
Dr. Shirin Malek
Dr. Arif Malek

Publisher's Note

When we were growing up, we found that my mother,
Professor Dr. Umme Salma, was devoted to her
academic works most of the daytime. She used to work
in the Urdu Department, University of Dhaka and served
as the Head of the Department before her sad demise in
2008. We often visited her office, and we found her
sincere consecration towards her duty. We found that
she was mostly guiding some of her students, checking
exam scripts, or in discussions with other professors.
Even when she returned home after her office work, we
still remember writing in her diary. Our father, Dr. Md.
Abdul Malek, Professor of the Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University, usually came late. We could
still remember that he often urged the mother to finish
the writing with some encouraging words. Once, we
asked her about what she was doing, and she replied,
‘This is history, and you will not understand.” This
memory of childhood is still alive in our thoughts.

After my mother's demise, Professor Dr. Golam
Rabbani, to whom we consider as good as our family
members, came to us with my mother's thesis and urged
that this would be an excellent document to publish as a
book. Dr. Rabbani kindly took the responsibility to
assemble the writings of Dr. Umme Salma with other
notes of her and finally compiled it as the book titled,
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"You may belong to any religion of cast
and creed- that has nothing to do with the
business of the state and we will find that
in course of time Hindus would cease to be
Hindus and Muslims would cease to be
Hindus, not in the religious sense, because
that is the personal faith of every
individual, but in the political sense as
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"Major Zia, provisional commander -in-chief of the Bangladesh
Liberation Army, hereby proclaim, on behalf of Shiekh Mujibur
Rahman, the independence of Bangladesh."1 1
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“West Pakistan soon started treating
Bangladesh as a milch cow and milked her
drier during the twenty three years.”
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"A parochially motivated administration
and a unitary form of government did
everything possible to convert Bangladesh
into a colony of west Pakistan ."3
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- ':é Charles Peter O, Donnell
"The fundamental social unit, the ectended
family is the social arbiter of the peasantry.
It educates its members in their rights and
duties, confirms their social and economic
status, and preserves their religious
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" A melting pot of races, thg)( represent a liberal attitude and
an extreme individualism."
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"The state language of the Republic is Bengali"44

w2 C S S d S e3P0 gt
SWL ST e PL e e o §us?
S F e LSS s mw@,)ru_u:%wfféf
—urE e E vt AL et St s S

"As a matter of fact, events of 21 February has
shaped the future destiny of the Bengalis of
Pakistan and it is now considered that the

freedom movement of Bangladesh owed its
w45

genesis from tha date.
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tradition. It protects the aged and, to the
extent economic condition permit, gives job
secutity to its members."36
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"Islamic modes of life pervade Bangali
society. Most peasants follow Islamic
marriage customs; they call on Allah to give
them better crops and cuildren to till their
fields. Mullahs (teachers) who live in the
villages exert considerable authority as
religious leaders. Sufism, a mystical Islamic
movement that originated in the eight
century A.D., influences Bangali Muslims
more than Muslims in other countries." 37
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"The Muhammadan invasions of India, marked
the beginings of momentous changes not only in
the social and political spheres but also in the
domain of education and learning."1
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"His literary appreciation was not confined to

Arabic and Persian only, but was extended in an
increasing degree to the vernacular literature."

g Z AL RS S b L1
"But the court language of Alauddin Hussain

Shah was Persian, and though he, like many

other Muslim kings, patronized writers in
regional language, his primary interest was

Persian and Arabic."

Indian's contribution to the study of Hadith Jlf”j}(’f

-:ujﬁ U~ Literature

" Ala Al-Din Hasyn Shah b-Sayyid Ashraf
al-Makki, the king of Bengal 900-24/1493-1518,
whose memory has been associated as the
earliest promoter of Bengali language and

literature, was also responsible for the great
advance, the study of the Quran and al -Hadith
made in this dominion, On his accession to the
throne of Bengal in 905/1499, Husayn Shah
invited scholars from far and near to come and

settle down in his kingdom." 16
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"The Mughal rule was an illustrious age in
learning and culture, The Mughal Emperors,
princes, nobles and officers were highly educated
and cultured people and their courts were centres
of men of knowledge and letters. The intellectual
life radiating from the courts illuminated all the
provinces of Mughal empire. Bengal was

specially fortune in this respect.20
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"Shuja's prolonged tenure of governorship is landmark in
the literary and cultural history of Bengal." 35

_wjéu:;/géc%t/;tﬁut History of Bengal /62 sl
"This prince (Shuja) could not help appreciating
the highly cultured and intellectual society of the
many able Persian scholars and administrators
whom he met with in Bengal." 36
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Shuja-ud Din Khan become an important cetre of
Muslim Culture and literary activity in
Persian."43

G Fr il ST Sl
"Murshid Quli Khan increased grants to men of
learning and piety. It is said that he maintained
2500 readers and beads-men who were engaged
in reading the quran and performing other of
devotion." 46
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"It was under Murshid Quli Khan, Who was first

Deputy and later Subedar for nearly twenty years

that Persian writters were particularly

encouraged. He moved the seat of government to
Murshidabad which under him and his successor
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" Probably the most eminent was Barq, who has left poetry of
higher order and has been called the ~ parrot of Bengal” 31
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Act No. XXiX of 1837.

passed by the Hon' be the president of the Council of
India in Council on the 20th November, 1937.
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LIt is hereby enacted, that from the first day of
December 1837, it shall be lawful for the
Governor. General of India in Council, by an
ordheer in Council, to dispense, either generally,
or within such a local limits as may to him seem
meet, with any provision of regulation of the
Bengal Code which enjoins the use of the
Persian Language in any Judicial proceeding, or
in many proceeding relating to the revenue and to
presubscribe the language and character to the
used in such proceedings.

II. And it is hereby enacted, that from the said
day it will be lawful for the said Governor
General for India in council, by an order in
council, to delegate all of any of the powers
given to him by this act, to any subordinate
Authority, under such restriction as may to the
said Governor-General of India in Council seem
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" His father ( Nowab Abdul Latif ) was respected for his high - Y. 55
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. . n 7
attainments as persian scholar. "The study of history exercised for him an

SR e I Ta S w2506 e 1 » o2 f absorbing fascnation and the result of his
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,gu’,ué_a,@,{_ﬁ;Uu him inPersian and entitled Jamiul.
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s I~ 9 s INIL [ 1710 Y55 A sl
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-‘LJ@,ZRJKMU(;?U} several works, chief among which is an

Universal History in persian, the Jamioot
Tawareekh, which originally published in a
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“He ( Khan Bahadur Hamid Ullah Khan)
pulished, in 1971, his " Tarikhul Khawanin "
which as a gazwtteer of Chittagong with a
chapter defending the policy of Aourangzeb. But
historical accounts of Chittagong are hopelessly
wrong and indefinite, even in respect of the
period after the Timurid conquest of the
district.” 13

N -V

"Towrads the end of the nineteenth century Khan
Bahadur Moulvi Hamidullah Khan wrote a
comprehensive history of Chittagong in beautiful
persian. He was a poet also and has quoted a
number of his poems in his book. One of the
most interesting of these is in praise of Islamabad
(Chittagong),while his long qasida in which he
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successfully appeled to the Lt. governor of
Bengal to restore a mosque in Chittagong to

n 14

Muslims, is of historic interest.
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Wt ':J U~ (Glimpses of Old Dhaka)

" He possesses taste for Fine Arts. He resides in
Dhaka in a palace aslendidly omamented in
oriental manners and his audience chamber is so
much crowded with English prints and paintings

that not an inch of wall could be seen. "40
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