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Publisher's Note

When we were growing up, we found that my mother,
Professor Dr. Umme Salma, was devoted to her
academic works most of the daytime. She used to work
in the Urdu Department, University of Dhaka and served
as the Head of the Department before her sad demise in
2008. We often visited her office, and we found her
sincere consecration towards her duty. We found that
she was mostly guiding some of her students, checking
exam scripts, or in discussions with other professors.
Even when she returned home after her office work, we
still remember writing in her diary. Our father, Dr. Md.
Abdul Malek, Professor of the Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University, usually came late. We could
still remember that he often urged the mother to finish
the writing with some encouraging words. Once, we
asked her about what she was doing, and she replied, 
This is history, and you will not understand. This
memory of childhood is still alive in our thoughts.

After my mother's demise, Professor Dr. Golam
Rabbani, to whom we consider as good as our family
members, came to us with my mother's thesis and urged
that this would be an excellent document to publish as a
book. Dr. Rabbani kindly took the responsibility to
assemble the writings of Dr. Umme Salma with other
notes of her and finally compiled it as the book titled, 

   
Historical Sources in Bangladeshi Persian & Urdu
Literature (19th Century). We want to convey our
heartfelt thanks to Dr. Golam Rabbani for his relentless
efforts. We hope that this book will inspire the students
and researchers to take action, have an impact and
move forward, and eventually revitalize the knowledge
of the history of linguistics. 

We sincerely hope that the passionate energy of Dr.
Umme Salma, which is reflected through her writings,
will flow towards the future generation and, in turn, will
become medium of whats achievable.

Dr. Anis Malek
Dr. Shirin Malek
Dr. Arif Malek
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 " 
 " 


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











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







 







 PhD 

































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


























  










 "  " 

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"  "  "  "" "  " 
 " 

 "  "  " 
 " 



 1947 








 19 
 1971

 99 












  "  



 " 









 1216-1209 





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







 


























 









  










 



 



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







 
  















 
















 




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













  





 




  


 














 


 1883 
 1885 








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






 





















 



 
















 


















 



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








 





















 350 













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

















   










             Academic Committee 
    Board of Advanced Studies  Faculty of Arts 

 Academic Council










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




























 



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


"  " 

 "" 

 





 "  " 
   


""     

 ""  "" "  " 
 "  " 

"  "  " " "  " 
 "  " 

 "  "  " 
 " 

 "  " 




 






"You may belong to any religion of cast
and creed- that has nothing to do with the
business of the state and we will find that
in course of time Hindus would cease to be
Hindus and Muslims would cease to be
Hindus, not in the religious sense, because
that is  the personal fai th of  every 
individual, but in the political sense as
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citizens of the state" 2




  A.M.A Muhith 
 West Pakistan soon started treating

Bangladesh as a milch cow and milked her
drier during the twenty three years.   


"A parochially motivated administration
and a unitary form of government did
everything possible to convert Bangladesh
into a colony of west Pakistan ."3 




4 


  5  











 6 

 


 7 




8 
 


















   9 


     10 





"Major Zia, provisional commander -in-chief of the Bangladesh

Liberation Army, hereby proclaim, on behalf of Shiekh Mujibur

Rahman, the independence of Bangladesh."11 


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
 

12 




13 




  


14 

  




   15 
  

  


16 

 
  17 

18 


19 


 Radcliff Award




20 
    




21 


 22 


 23 
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   24 
25  F 

 26  
27 




 


29  28 

  

 30 

 "  " 


31 







32 

 
 


33 




 34 




35 



 Charles Peter O, Donnell
"The fundamental social unit, the ectended

family is the social arbiter of the peasantry.

It educates its members in their rights and

duties, confirms their social and economic

status, and preserves their  rel igious

3738



tradition. It protects the aged and, to the

extent economic condition permit, gives job

secutity to its members."36

 

 
 Charles Peter O, Donnell 

"Islamic modes of life pervade Bangali
society. Most peasants follow Islamic
marriage customs; they call on Allah to give
them better crops and cuildren to till their
fields. Mullahs (teachers) who live in the
villages exert considerable authority as
religious leaders. Sufism, a  mystical Islamic
movement that originated in the eight
century A.D., influences Bangali Muslims
more than Muslims in  other countries." 37   

 38 


 39 
40 






  Muhith, A.M. A.  

" A melting pot of races, they represent a liberal attitude and
an extreme individualism."41




 42 
 43 

"The state language of the Republic is Bengali"44 






"As a matter of fact, events of 21 February has

shaped the future destiny of the Bengalis of

Pakistan and it is now considered that the

freedom movement of Bangladesh owed its

genesis from tha date."45 


     46 


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







47 


 48 





49 








  




  (Upazilas 




" 
 " 

 (Water Lily 
 

50 

  



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 (Aman  (Aus 
 (Boro


 Irri

51 






52 
(Internatioal Jute  " 

 "  Organization)

 (International Jute Council)" 


53 


54 





55 



56 





57 




 (20 million cubic feet


(11 trillion 
 cubic feet
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
 





58 







59 





 

60 



 

61 








 Manpower 
62 

  




63 
 
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 64 





65 
  


(Shilpakala Academy) 







 
  





  






66 





67 

 

 




68 
 






 (Short Wave)  ( Medium wave 
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69 


 (FM)   




70 


71 
 




72 


 ( 1.32 million 

73 



(The Bangladesh News  





 (Eastern News Agency)  Agency) 

 74  (Press Information Department) 









75 
 





76 

 (Bangladesh Shipping Corporation ) 
  






77 


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
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


  / 


 - 







 Narendra Nath Law 
"The Muhammadan invasions of India, marked

the beginings of momentous changes not only in

the social and political spheres but also in the

domain of education and learning."1




 






















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





 - 
 "  " 





 "  " 


  
 


 -  - 

 / 










 


 / 




3- Ikram, S.M. The Cultural Heritage of pakistan (London:

Oxford University Press, 1955) P. 111









 


 




5758




"  " 











 










 










 "  " 


 "  " 


 "  " 
 "  " 


 


 
 
 





 


  


 





 







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 "  " 



 
 /  "  "


/  / 













 






 "  " 
 


   "  " 

  


 







  - 

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 

















 





"His literary appreciation was not confined to
Arabic and Persian only, but was extended in an
increasing degree to the vernacular literature." 


"But the court language of Alauddin Hussain
Shah was Persian, and though he, like many
other Muslim kings, patronized writers in
regional language, his primary interest was
Persian and Arabic." 

Indian's contribution to the study of Hadith 
 Literature

" Ala Al-Din Hasyn Shah b-Sayyid Ashraf

al-Makki, the king of Bengal 900-24/1493-1518,

whose memory has been associated as the

earliest promoter of Bengali language and 

literature, was also responsible for the great

advance, the study of the Quran and al -Hadith

made in this dominion, On his accession to the

throne of Bengal in 905/1499, Husayn Shah

invited scholars from far and near to come and

settle down in his kingdom."  16

  
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(Mahwan) 











 









 










 


 Social and Cultural History of Bengal 


"The Mughal rule was an illustrious age in
learning and culture, The Mughal Emperors,
princes, nobles and officers were highly educated
and cultured people and their courts were centres
of men of knowledge and letters. The intellectual
life radiating from the courts illuminated all the
provinces of Mughal empire. Bengal was
specially fortune in this respect.20  
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



 





   
  

 



 / 




 




 






 










 









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   
























   Dachra 




 


 


 

  
   












32 
 33 










34 
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


"Shuja's prolonged tenure of governorship is landmark in
the literary and cultural history of Bengal." 35

 History of Bengal 
"This prince (Shuja) could not help appreciating
the highly cultured and intellectual society of the
many able Persian scholars and administrators
whom he met with in Bengal." 36

 






 







39  38 


 









 




 





 
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
 

 











 


"It was under Murshid Quli Khan, Who was first

Deputy and later Subedar for nearly twenty years

tha t  Pe rs ian  wr i t te rs  were  par t icu lar ly

encouraged. He moved the seat of government to

Murshidabad which under him and his successor

Shuja-ud Din Khan become an important cetre of

Musl im Culture and l i te rary act ivi ty in

Persian."45 


"Murshid Quli Khan  increased grants to men of

learning and piety. It is said that he maintained

2500 readers and beads-men who were engaged

in reading the quran and performing other of

devotion." 46 











 



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
 





 







 






 













 

 


" Probably the most eminent was Barq, who has left poetry of
higher order and has been called the ~ parrot  of Bengal" 51  






 





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






 


 

  


 




 






 












 





 

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

 








 

  Henry Vansittart  
 















 


Captain 

   Jonathan Scott





 







 





 


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




 



 



 





  




 
 







 






 
  

 
 


 J.L Chauvet 
 C. Shakespear 


  Charles Wilkins 


  
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


 















 







 














 


 








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


 






 


 















 






 











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 











 








 


 

 



 










  





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







 








 





 




 



 






 



 


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


 
 Satanda Nath  



 



 
 


 






 






















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
 














 


  







 




 

... 


 









 




 







 

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













































 







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







 







 






 
















 

 



Act No. XXiX of 1837.

passed by the Hon' be the president of the Council of
India in Council on the 20th November, 1937. 
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I.It is hereby enacted, that from the first day of
December 1837, it shall be lawful for the
Governor. General of India in Council, by an
ordheer in Council, to dispense, either generally,
or within such a local limits as may to him seem
meet, with any provision of regulation of the
Bengal Code which enjoins the use of the
Persian Language in any Judicial proceeding, or
in many proceeding relating to the revenue and to
presubscribe the language and character to the
used in such proceedings. 
II. And it is hereby enacted, that from the said
day it will be lawful for the said Governor
General for India in council, by an order in
council, to delegate all of any of the powers
given to him by this act, to any subordinate
Authority, under such restriction as may to the
said Governor-General of India in Council seem
meet. 104 

 










 











 









  
 


 




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


 










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

 


 
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





 









 








 






































 

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


 









 

 



















 












 



   



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



 
 Job Charnock 


 10 










11 









 








 











 


 




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






 













  





 





  















117118






























 





 




 





 





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


 



 




 







 




 




  




 






 







  




  
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




 


 




 




 



 



 
 





 








 




 




 


 









 
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


 


 








 





 








 





 











 



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



 









 


 
 

 







 




 





















 
 




 


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
 


 

 



  
 


 




 



 




 


 







 





 


 
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



 



 





 



 






 

 










 




  



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













 

 





 


 












 




  
 



 




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

 

 

 















 



 
  






 




 



 





 



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


 




 




 





 


 


 




  



  



 


 


 







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





 
















 






 










   


 





 


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
  

 




















 








 


 




 





 

 


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


 



 











 


 



 

















 
















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







 





 






 



 


 

 








 


 

 







145146










 

 




 





  




 





 











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
  

 
  "  " 

 




 




 



 







 








 




 




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


 










 







 





 







 






 





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
 






 







  



 












 



 
  






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
 










 

















 










  




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
























































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























 

  
5.  Abdul Karim, Social History of the Muslims in Bengal,
(Chittagong Baitush Sharaf, 1985) P.  142







10. Reverend James Long, Calcutta and its Neighbourhood
( Calcutta: Indians Publicatons, 1974) P. 2 
11. Ibid. P. 3 





 














 



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


  





  
  




  
  
  
  
  

  





  
  





  


  


  









  
  

  
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  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  


  
  
  


  




  





  



  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  




  
  
  
  
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  
  














 





























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













 
  







 


 
 







 
















 





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
































 






 





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













  Bradley. BirtF.B. 
"The study of history exercised for him an
absorbing fascnation and the result of his
researches was universal history written by
h im in Pers ian and en t i t led  Jamiu l .
Tawarikh. It was published in 1836 and met
with considerable success." 4


"He was a great orient sholar and well

known literary man, being the author of

several works, chief among which is an

Universal History in persian, the Jamioot

Tawareekh, which originally published in a

thick quarto in calcutta in 1836, has passed

through more Editions in Lucknow."5






 

 


 C.C. Buckland  




" His father ( Nowab Abdul Latif ) was respected for his high

attainments as persian scholar." 7








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











 








 

   



 















 
  





 
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











 


 
































 

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




 













 


















  

 Chittagong District Gazetter 

 He ( Khan Bahadur Hamid Ullah Khan)

pulished, in 1971, his " Tarikhul Khawanin "

which as a gazwtteer of Chittagong with a

chapter defending the policy of Aourangzeb. But

historical accounts of Chittagong are hopelessly

wrong and indefinite, even in respect of the

period after the Timurid conquest of the

district.     13 


"Towrads the end of the nineteenth century Khan

Bahadur Moulvi Hamidullah Khan wrote a

comprehensive history of Chittagong in beautiful

persian. He was a poet also and has quoted a

number of his poems in his book. One of the

most interesting of these is in praise of Islamabad

(Chittagong),while his long qasida in which he
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successfully appeled to the Lt. governor of

Bengal to restore a mosque in Chittagong to

Muslims, is of historic interest. " 14 

 









  





  













 







 




































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




 


















 
 


 







 
  




 


  






 










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









 


 













 
 

 



 









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
























 










 


  








 




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


 



 


























 














 






 




 
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



























  








 


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


 




















  


 





 










  







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













 









 


 


  




 










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 


 




  


  
























 












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











 



 




































 

 

 

 






 










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 


















  
 D. Oyly 

  Glimpses of Old Dhaka
" He  possesses taste for Fine Arts. He resides in

Dhaka in a palace aslendidly omamented in

oriental manners and his audience chamber is so

much crowded with English prints and paintings

that not an inch of wall could be seen. "40 


 
















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




















 











"This book is good for nothing."  


 "This subject.matter of the work is much more important."  
















 "Account of Dacca by nawab Nustat Jung, the present
Nawab of the city, 1817.  






 


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





















 


 













  



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
 






 















 








 








 


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




 
 



















 

























 





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
 






































 


 


  

  




  
 



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 


























 





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
 









 





  
 















 

 





 




  



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





 



















 















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



 











 



 











 











 



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











 













 























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


 












 








 






 











 
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



 


 


















 








 





 
















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






 






 










 




 


 



 




  












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










 
 





 

 
 
 

 





 
 






 


 




 


 




 







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


 














 








 




 









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















 





 
























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

































 









 








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






















 


 































245246




   





























 



 
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 










  













 





















 






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






 















 








 






 


 


 




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
 





 









  




 












 












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
 





 














 







 


  









 











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




















 








 






 




 








 



257258















 


 





















 
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




 









 








 























261262

























 

 





 

















263264













 









 





















 



265266


































 




 





 
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






















 



 
 

  












  


  
 





269270























 






 

 











 






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

















 




 
 

























 







 

 



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






 

























 







 







 


 

















 


 


 

 

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


 








 








 

 










 
 













 








277278














 



  


















 



 










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












 ..  .


 











 





 













281282














 


 

























 














 




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



























































 


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



























 




























 


 















 



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












 























 






  


 


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




 





 



 

























 




 













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


















  




 


























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














  












 
 






 




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





 




 




 








 











 










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











 




 


  





 


 




 



 




 


 





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




 



 


 









 


 


 


 

 

 





 






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







































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



 












"Tazkirah-i-ma'aserin, anexcellent
unpublished tazkirah containing an account

of the persian poets of his time."23 


 








   









 




 














 
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














 
 














23.Journal of the Muslims Institute, July-September, 1908 , P. 10 








307308






















 














 




 
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 


 



 









  



  
   

 


 


 






 
 
  


 




 

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
 







 

 







































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














































  


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






















 















 








 










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







 


 




 








 























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


































 













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



 













 






















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
















 
























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







 





  









 

 




 





 













 






 





327328



 




 





















 




 
 



 








 









 



 










 










 


 


 
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 

 


 

 

 

 




 

















  




  









  


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










 



 
 
 
 


 

 










 
 




 
 






 
 





 









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 

 

 

 

 

 





 




 



 

 





 

  


 


 

 

 


 
 




 
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

 

 

 

 


 

 

 











 







 


 



 



 















 




 

 


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 

 





 




 





 

 








 

 

 


 

 

 

 

 



 

 




 
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 

 
 


 




 


 

 

 


 




 



 







 








 

 
 
 


  


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


 

 




 




 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 





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 

 


 

 

 


 



 

 

 



BIBLIOGRAPHY

(English)
Abdul Karim, Social History of the Muslims in Bengal, Chittagong:

Baithsh Sharaf Islamic  Research Institute, 1985 

Abdur Rahim, Social and Cultural History of Bengal,Karachi:

Pakistan Publishing  House, 1967
                        
Abdus Subhan Dr. (ed),  Tarikh .i. Bangla i Mahabatjangi, 

Calcutta: Asiatic Society, 1982 
                                        
Abeda Hafez Dr,  Tarikh-i- Shah Shujaee  ( unpublished Ph.D

Thesis), Dhaka University, 1968

Ahmed Kazi, S., A Geography of Pakistan, Karachi: Pakistan

Publishing House, 1959

Ali Azam, Muhammad, Life of Moulavi Abdul Karim, Calcutta:  1939

Azimusshan Haidar (ed), A City and its Civic body, Dacca: Dacca 

Municipality, 1966

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Yearbook of

Bangladesh, Dhaka: Secretariate, 1989

Bhatnagar Yatindra,  Bangladesh Birth of Nation, New Delhi: ISSD 

Publication, 1971

Borah, M.I. (tr),  Baharistan -i-Ghaybi,   Assam: Department of

Historical and Antiquarian Studies, 1938

Bradley-Birth, F.B, Twelve men of Bengal, in the nineteenth

Century, Calcutta: S,K, Lahiri Co, 1968

345346



Buckland C.C.,  Bengal Under the Lieutenant Governors.New

Dehli: Deep Publications, 1976 

Chakravarty, S.R. (ed), Bangladesh, History and Culture, New

Delhi: South Asian Publishers, 1985 

Charles D,Oyly, Antiquities of Dacca, London: John Landseer, 1930

Charles peter O, Donnell, Bangladesh Biography of a Muslim

Nation, USA: Westview Press: 1984

Charless Steward, The History of Bengal, Calcutta: 1910

Dani, Ahmed Hasan,  A Record of its Changing Fortunes Dacca, 

Dacca: Saogat Press, 1956 

Elliot and Dowson, History of India as told by its  Historians,

Calcutta: Susit Gupta, 1956 

Enamuul Haq,  Muhammad,  A History of Sufiism in Bengal,

Dacca; Asiatic Society of  Bangladesh, 1975 

Enamuul Haq,  Muhammad, Abdul Latif his Writings and Related  

Documents, Dacca; Samudra Prakashani,1968

Encyclopaedia, Encyclopaedia of the Third World Vol. I  London:

Mansell Publishing Limited, 1982  

Encyclopaedia of the Nation, Asian and Australia, London: The

New Caxton Library Serve Limited, 1976     

                                

The Far East and Australia, England: Europe Publications Limited,

1984  

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica Vol, I ,Chicago: The University  

of Chicago, 1986    

    

The World Bood Encyclopaedia Vol.II  Chicago: World Book Inc,

1988

Fazlul Karim, M, Geography, Dacca: Dacca Press, 1968

Government of Bangladesh,The Constitution of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh, 1972

                                                                                                           :

Government of Bangladesh, Preliminary Report of Bangladesh

Population Census, 1981

 

Government of Bangladesh,  Meet Bangladesh ( Third Edition)

Dhaka,  Department of Filmes and Publication,   1987. 

Government of Bengal, Report of the Madrasah Education  

Committee Alipore, Bengal Gov Press,  1941 

Hussain, S. Syed, Descriptive Catalogue of Bengali

Manuscript. 

Ikram S.M. and Spear  P (ed.), Cultural Heritage of Pakistan,

London: Oxford University Press, 1955

Imamuddin, S.M. (ed), Tarikhe-i-Bengalah, Dacca:  Asiatic

Society, 1979

Imtiaz Hussain Qureshi, The Administration of the Sultanate of   

Delhi, Lahore:  Kasmiri Bazar, 1944 

347348



Jadu Nath Sarkar, The History of the Bengal, Vol. II, Dacca

University, 1976.       
                                                      
Jadu Nath Sarkar, Bengal's Nawab, Calcutta:  Asiatic Society, 1952       
                                       
James Taylor, Topography and Statistics of Dacca, Calcutta: Mann

Military Orphan Press,  1810    
                                                  
Javerend James Long, Calcutta and Its Neibourhood, Calcutta:

Indian's  Publication, 1974        
                                    
J.A. Campos, History of the Portuguese in Bengal,  London: 1913

J.N. Das Gupta, Bengal in the 16th Century, Calcutta University,

1914. 

Jyotis Chandra Das Gupta, National Biography for India, New 

Delhi: Shahitya Akademi, 1952

Mahamad Bukth Mujadar, Mujamdar Family of Sylhet, Calcutta:

New Age Press, ND.
  
Mahmood, Syed, History of Engilish Education, Aligarh: M.A.O.

College, Aligarh, 1895    
                                         
Mahmood, S. Haider, Resurrection of Bangladesh , Dhaka:

National Book Centre, 1983

Mohar Ali, Muhammad(ed), Nawab Abdul Latif Khan Bahadur-

Autobiography and other Writings ,  Chittagong: Mehrab

Publication, 1968  
                                                                                                                                                    
Mohar Ali, Muhammad(ed),: History of the Muslims of Bengal,
Vol.I, Riyadh: Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, 1985  
                                                                                   

Momtazur Rahman Tarafdar, Hussain Shahi Bengal, Dacca:

Asiatic Society of Pakistan, 1965

Muhith, A.M.A, Bangladesh Emergence of  a Nation, Dacca:

Bangladesh Books Intern  Ltd, 1978. 
    
Mujeeb, M, The Indian Muslims, London: Geo Allen and unwin

Ltd., 1957. 

Murtaza Ali, Syed,  Personality Profiles, Dacca: Nipa, 1965.
 
Murtaza Ali, Syed, Saints of Bangladesh, Dacca: 1971. 

Nafis Ahmed, An Economic Geography of East Pakistan,  New

Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 1976 
                                                                                                              
Nafis Ahmed, Geography of Bangladesh. 

Narendra Nath Law, Promotion of Learning during Muhammadan 

Rule, London: Longmans Green and Co, 1916    
                               
Naresh Kumar Jain (ed), Muslims in India, New Delhi: Monohar

Publication, 1979.
 
Nazimiddin Ahmed, Islamic Heritage of Bangladesh, Dacca, 1982.

Nazimiddin Ahmed,  Discover the Monuments of Bangladesh,

Dacca: The University Press Ltd. 1984.   
                                                       
Rashid, H., A Systematic Regional Geography,  Lahore: Sk.

Ghulam Ali and Sons, 1965
 
Risley, H.H, Tribes and Castes of Bengal, Calcutta:  Swcretarial

Press, 1981
 

349350



Rounaq Jahan, akistan's Failure in National Integration,   Dacca:

Oxford University Press,1977. 
                                        
Sajjad Hussain, East Pakistan: A Profile, Dacca, 1952. 

Spate, O,H,K, India, Pakistan and Ceylon, The  Region,  London:

Methuen, 1966.
                                     
Sranley Lane-Poole, The Mohammadan Dynasties, Delhi:  Idarah-I

Adabiyat, 1893.
                                         
Storey, C.A, Persian Literature, II. London:  Luzac and Company,

1927.  
                                     
Sukhwant Singh, The Liberation of Bangladesh ,  Dacca:

Bangladesh Edition, 1980
  
Tafroor Muhammad, Syed, Glimpses of old Dacca, Dacca: Eskaton

Garden, 1952
 
Tayyeb A, Pakistan, A Political Geography, London:  Oxford

University Press, 1966  

Thomos Roebuck, The Annals of the College of Fort William, 

Calcutta: Hindoostanee Press, 1819 

Whitaker's Almanack : 115 th Editon, London: 1983.  

                                                          

SOURCE MATERIAL OF HISTORY 
IN PERSIAN AND URDU LITERATURE OF

NINETEENTH CENTURY-BANGLADESH 

Professor Dr. Umme Salma 
Department of Urdu

University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Preface
Professor Dr. Aslam Jamshedpuri

CCS University, Meerut, UP, India

Edited by 
Dr. Mohammad Golam Rabbani 

Professor,  Department of Urdu
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 

(Center for Literature & Research)

351352


